in a short time he developed the most severe colloid degeneration that I have ever seen. I also saw it in a Greek fisherman who had a swarthy complexion, the kind of skin on which one does not usually expect to see keratoses and elastic degeneration.
the urine and faces showed no excess of porphyrins. The condition has gradually faded and, contrary to expectation, did not become worse in the summer months, He has, however, been using a protective cream regularly. Comment: Apart from the history of general itching in the evenings during the past few years and the presence of dermographism there was no associated or antecedent eruption as occurred in 3 out of 6 cases described by Haber (1961) . The gradual extension of the edge of the lesions is interesting.
The presence of typical knuckle pads is probably unrelated.
Further course (10.5.62): The lesions have gradually flattened in the last few months and by now are hardly visible. The hair is regrowing. Dr I S Hodgson-Jones: Are the lesions on the backs of the hands considered to be part of the syndrome or are they just knuckle pads? Did the condition occur in the mother? Dr R P Warin: We thought they were just knuckle pads. She had had them for twenty years.
Dr E J Moynahan: This condition is ripe for investigation by the technique described by Drs Dixon, Gresham and Whittle (1962, Brit. J. Derm. 74, 283) . I think a fundamental change is occurring in the follicle by which mucin is produced instead of keratin.
Dr G C Wells: It is not the keratin-forming cells of the hair matrix which become mucinous in this condition. The mucin is formed in the root sheath of the hair follicle amongst cells which are normally rich in glycogen.
The following cases were also shown: 
